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Art Not Oil comes to Edinburgh 

Submitted on Tue, 06/12/2005 - 20:01 
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ART NOT OIL at The Bongo Club, 37 Holyrood Road, 
Edinburgh EH8 8BA; 0131 558 7604; 
www.thebongoclub.co.uk 
[http://www.thebongoclub.co.uk] 
indignation - inspiration - creation...solution? 

Exhibition runs from Thursday 15th December to 
Monday 16th January 2006. 

FREE PUBLIC OPENING: Sunday 18th December, 

3-6pm: art - music - food - film - talk 

As BP soaks up some of its £3001 per day windfall 
profits with a soothingly duplicitous ad campaign, 
currently infesting UK airwaves, print media and 
billboards, the BP Portrait Award arrives at the Scottish 
National Portrait Gallery in Edinburgh on the last leg 
of its 2005-6 UK tour. Meanwhile, its low-budget, 
high-impact alter ego Art Not Oil comes to Edinburgh's 
Bongo Club, offering up what it hopes is a truer portrait 
of an oil company, as well as a celebration of creative 
dissent. 


kf « 





Climate chaos is set to have a catastrophic effect on all 
of us, while hitting the poorest hardest. Oil is a curse 
that also fuels war, poverty and environmental 
destruction. Yet the companies most responsible are 
profiting handsomely, and they are still welcome it 
seems in many of our most prestigious public galleries 
and museums. Why? 

Catch both exhibitions if you can, then make up your 
own mind. If you come away concerned about the way 
arts sponsorship diverts public attention from the 
systematic abuses of the oil industry, one thing you can 
do is let outgoing National Galleries of Scotland 
Director-General Timothy Clifford and incoming DG 
John Leighton know how you feel: 

National Galleries of Scotland, The Mound, Edinburgh 
EH2 2EL; 

tel: 0131 624 6200; fax: 0131 623 7126; 

enquiries@nationalgalleries.org 

[mailto:enquiries@nationalgalleries.org] 

If emailing, please copy your message to National 
Portrait Gallery boss Sandy Nairne - 
snairne@npg.org.uk [mailto:snairne@npg.org.uk] - as 
well as to info@artnotoil.org.uk 
[mailto :info @ artnotoil.org.uk] 

This is a rolling exhibition, so send us your art 
(whether or not you see yourself as an artist). 

After Edinburgh, and after a bit of a breather, it's back 
to London, opening at an as-yet-undisclosed location 
on or around June 1st 2006, the date of the opening of 
the BP Portrait Award 2006 at the National Portrait 
Gallery. (2006 will also see a focus on the National 
Gallery, which is currently hosting the Shell-sponsored 


'Rubens' exhibition, as well as boasting a non-executive 
director of Shell on its board of trustees.) 


Look out also in early 2006 for 'Art Not Oil - the [short] 
Film'! 

Leaflets, postcards, images & info available from: 
info@artnotoil.org.uk [mailto:info@artnotoil.org.uk] 
Tel: 07708 794665 

c/o 62 Fieldgate Street, London El lES. 
www.artnotoil.org.uk [http://www.artnotoil.org.uk] 
www.nationalpetroleumgallery.org.uk 
[http://www.nationalpetroleumgallery.org.uk] 

Art Not Oil is a project of London Rising Tide: 
www.londonrisingtide.org.uk 
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'CLIMATE, OIL & RESISTANCE' IN 
MONTREAL TO GREET COP11 TALKS 


Submitted on Sat, 26/11/2005 - 01:36 



're in Montreal for the UN 


climate negotiations from Nov 27th to Dec 8th, you'll 
be able to hear the voices of those directly affected by 
climate change, the oil and coal industry and carbon 
trading. 


The Montreal Climate Justice Convergence Centre is a 
space where the voices of those 
struggling against oil and coal extraction, refineries, 
pollution 'offset' 

projects, a destabilised climate, oil wars and all the 
other effects of fossil 

fuel dependence can be heard. Photo-exhibitions, films, 
speakers and workshops 

will examine issues ranging from energy use to tree 
plantations to the World 

Bank, the G8, carbon trading, nuclear power and 
genetic engineering. 

web: www.carbontradewatch.org/durban 
[http://www. carbontradewatch.org/durban] 
blog: climatej ustice .blogspot. com 

2070 Rue Clark (near Sherbrooke and St.Laurent) 

4 Blocks Northwest of the Palais de Congres 

Organisers: The Durban Group for Climate Justice, 
Sierra Youth, Energy Action, 

Indigenous Environment Network, Environmental 
Justice Climate Change Initiative, 

FERN, Transnational Institute, Global Justice Ecology 
Project, The Corner House, 

Sustainable Energy & Economy Network/ Institute for 
Policy Studies, Chesapeake 
Climate Action Network 


"The carbon market doesn't care about sustainable 
development. All it cares about is the carbon price... 
the carbon market is not going to be able to put 



sustainable development and everything else into one 
price." 

— Jack Cogen, President of Natsource, a carbon asset 
manager and the biggest private sector buyer of carbon 
credits in the market, speaking Monday 5 December 
2005 in Montreal at an International Emissions 
Trading Association/World Bank side event at the 
international climate negotiations. 


'The Kyoto Protocol has put its faith in markets. How 
can we as indigenous people put our faith in these 
approaches when it is the market's unquenchable thirst 
for consuming resources that has caused the problem 
in the first place.' 

Clayton Muller-Thomas of the Indigenous 
Environment Network (ENI - www.ienearth.org 
[http://www.ienearth.org]) 
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DEC 3RD 2005 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 
CLIMATE ACTION 

Submitted on Sun, 20/11/2005 - 01:17 

This is the statement written jointly by members of 
London Rising Tide, and read out at the December 3rd 
2005 rally outside the US Bombassy in London: 

This day of action is undoubtedly the best 
supported and most international day of action 



on climate ever planned, which is an amazing 
achievement. Today’s a day to tell the world that 
we have had enough of being told that ‘the end 
could be nigh’ by scientists, only to see our 
leaders jamming their foot on the accelerator of a 
car that is already hurtling towards the cliff edge 
- whilst they shout ‘Trust me-I have your best 
interests at heart!’ 

And whilst today is a great achievement, maybe 
we should be asking ourselves some difficult 
questions, and re-examining our arguments and 
our tactics. 

Why are we are here outside the American 
Embassy? Is it because Americans consume more 
energy than any other nation? Is it because 
America pollutes more than any other nation? If 
that’s why we’re here, it shows our hypocrisy - 
for OUR excessive consumption lifestyles here in 
the UK and OUR acceptance of the current 
capitalist status quo is equally to blame for the 
climate chaos the West is creating. We cannot 
simply find a worse criminal than ourselves and 
lay the blame at their door. So why are we here? 

This day of action aims to pressure the American 
government to sign up to the Kyoto Protocol - 
even though it will only reduce emissions by less 
that 2% when cuts of up to 80 - 90% are needed. 
We know that emissions per capita are now 
greater globally than they were at the start of the 
Kyoto process. London Rising Tide are not 
opposed to concerted international action on 
climate change but Kyoto, unfortunately, is not 



the answer. 


In fact it’s nothing more that distraction, a 
business deal disguised as an environmental 
treaty. It's creating a false beacon of hope for 
concerned citizens as well as being a payday for 
carbon traders and their like. And there are 
social movements and indigenous people in the 
global south who are saying this, not just small 
but noisy groups based in the west. Business is, 
and will, continue as usual if we ask 
governments to sort this out! We stand here 
today because we still haven't accepted that 
national governments and their international 
treaties are not going to find a way out of the 
fossil fuelled madness we find ourselves in. In 
Tony Blair’s own words - “No country is going to 
cut its growth or consumption substantially in 
the light of a long-term problem”. His mind is 
obviously made up, and it has to be as ultimately 
he answers to business and industry. 

International climate strategies put forward by 
governments are wedded to the free market; they 
refuse to accept that trade-offs have to be made 
between economic growth and environmental 
protection. For example, the carbon trading 
schemes that lie at the heart of the Kyoto Protocol 
will make some people very rich while turning 
the atmosphere into a giant commodity to be 
bought and sold like barrels of oil by western 
traders, governments and corporations, further 
deepening the world’s already gaping 
imbalances of power and IN NO way reducing 



emissions! So why are we here?? 


We are here because more that a hundred and 
fifty thousand people die every year directly from 
the effects of climate change, because a million 
species face extinction by 2050. And we know it’s 
going to get worse. Thousands of us are here 
today because we care, because we’re angry! But 
we will continue being angry with little effect, 
unless we realize that it is up to US, not 
governments, to bring about change. 

Let’s reclaim the power to control our own lives 
and our planet’s future from the puppet 
governments which time and again sell out to the 
interests of the largest corporations. If we are to 
solve this problem let’s start creating our own 
solutions in our own communities. Communities 
to return to, talk with and organise in. 

And of course we must also tackle the current 
system head on! Our capital city is a global hub 
for the oil industry, which gives us an 
extraordinary opportunity as well as 
responsibility to take creative, direct action to get 
in the way of its murderous progress. In April 
2003, as the invasion of Iraq was getting 
underway, London Rising Tide was part of an 
occupation of the International Petroleum 
Exchange, where any tremor in the supply of oil 
worldwide means an immediate jackpot for its 
owners (including BP and Shell). By closing 
down the London trading floor we not only 
directly disrupted the days’ business but also sent 
an urgent message to the world’s financial 



markets - your environmentally suicidal and 
socially unjust strategies will no longer be 
tolerated! Let’s take inspiration from the 
Oilwatch network of groups in the global south 
who have pledged to resist the oil industry’s 
attempts to drill for yet more unwanted oil and 
gas on their lands. And let’s come together in 
August 2006 to build what has been christened as 
the ‘Camp for Climate Action’ 
(http://climatecamp.org.uk/), which aims to fuse 
low emission living with positive direct action on 
the root causes of climate chaos. 

Around the world people are fighting for climate 
justice and to dismantle the oil industry before it 
dismantles us. We must fight also, fight with our 
anger, our creativity and our compassion. We 
cannot only march from AtoB and expect 
people, including governments, to listen. 
Governments only begin to get nervous when 
people start to have an effect upon business as 
usual. 

Today has been a great day, but next time, how 
about marching along the route of the proposed 
third runway at Heathrow, or even down the 
M25! If we are to have any hope of building a 
powerful movement for change, we must show 
that we DO hold power. The system we live in is 
designed to lull its citizens into a false sense of 
security AND a false sense of powerlessness. If 
we are to attract more people into movements 
against climate change, let’s inspire them by 
taking action that reflects both the reality of the 



problem and the power that each of us holds. 
Throughout history civil disobedience has been 
used again and again to triumph over injustice! 
This situation is unjust, and it’s time to fight. 

It is inspiring to see so many people here today, 
and to know that thousands more are out on the 
streets around the world. Let’s fight harder, and 
not once a year during international climate 
talks but every day - in our own lives and in our 
communities, as individuals and networks, and 
using tactics that show what we’re capable of. 
Our future, and the future of the planet itself- 
looks as if it’s in the hands of leaders who are 
selling us out - as we saw in Gleneagles last July. 
But the future isn’t in their hands, it’s in ours, and 
we won’t accept their phony solutions! 

Let’s deepen our analysis and broaden our 
tactics. And by doing this we can begin to 
dismantle this catastrophic, soul-destroying 
system, and begin to build a just and fossil fuel 
free future. 

Thank you. 
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BIG OIL AND HIGH ART MEET LONDON 
CULTURES OF RESISTANCE 
REMEMBERING OGONI 9 

Submitted on Sun, 13/11/2005 - 14:15 


[/sites 

/ risingtideuk.ecobytes.net/files/pictures 
/9-n-05ChristianDeSousa.JPG] On November 10th 
1995, Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight Ogoni colleagues were 
hung by the Nigerian state for campaigning against the 
devastation of the Niger Delta by oil companies, 
especially Shell and Chevron. 

On the eve of the tenth anniversary of this execution, 
activists from London Rising Tide, Rhythms of 
Resistance, Rossport Solidarity Camp and London 
Earth First! came together to take action against Shell 
for its activities in Nigeria, in Ireland and worldwide. 

Nine nooses were hung from lampposts directly in 
front of Shell’s UK headquarters on London’s South 
Bank. A pipeline decorated with slogans celebrating 
resistance to the curse of oil in the Niger Delta and in 
County Mayo in the past and right now were also on 
site, as were banners and a small but noisy samba 
band. 

Also part of the picture was the situation in County 
Mayo, north west Ireland, which is the proposed site of 
a major new Shell gas development, currently being 




opposed energetically both locally and internationally: 
www.corribsos.com [http://www.corribsos.com] 

The action was also in direct opposition to the new law 
designed to clamp down on protest in central London: 
www.freedomtoprotest.org.uk 
[http://www.freedomtoprotest.org.uk] 

Shell is also currently laundering its tarnished 
reputation by sponsoring the Rubens exhibition at the 
National Gallery, so the group made an unwelcome (to 
the gallery at least) visit there later in the day; 
www.artnotoil.org.uk [http://www.artnotoil.org.uk] 

There were no arrests, but it was a close-run thing. 

The following day saw the culmination of the 
art/activism project Remember Saro-Wiwa: 
www.remembersarowiwa.com 
[http://www.remembersarowiwa.com], as well as 
actions and commemorations all around the world: 
www.novemberio.org [http://www.novemberio.org] 

Photos & more reports: 

http://www.indymedia.org.uk/ en/2005 

/11/327645.html 

http://www.indymedia.0rg.uk/en/2005 

/n/3276ii.html 

Film of the two actions: http://www.indymedia.org.uk 
/en/2005/n/327724.html 

UK Shell in County Mayo Solidarity Campaign: 
stops_hell @yahoo. com 
[mailto: stops_hell @yahoo .com] 

London Rising Tide: 07708 794665; 


london @ risingtide .org.uk 

www.artnotoil.org.uk [http://www.artnotoil.org.uk] 
See also: www.rhythmsofresistance.co.uk 
[http: / / www.rh5dhmsofresistance.co.uk] 

Rossport Solidarity Camp 2006: 
www.ind3miedia.ie/newswire.php?story_id=72740 
[http://www.indymedia.ie 
/ newswire.php?story_id=7274o] 
www.freedomtoprotest.org.uk 
[http://www.freedomtoprotest.org.uk] 

And for more on Shell and the rest of them: 
www.groundwork.org.za 
[http://www.groundwork.org.za] 
www.gcmonitor.org [http://www.gcmonitor.org] 
www.bucketbrigade.net 
[http://www.bucketbrigade.net] 
www.eraction.org [http://www.eraction.org] 
www.shellfacts.com [http://www.shellfacts.com] 
www.pacificenvironment.org/article.php?id=246 
[http://www.pacificenvironment.org 
/ article.php?id=246] 

www.carbonweb.org [http://www.carbonweb.org] 


If you want to contact the National Gallery: 

Charles Saumarez Smith (Director), Trafalgar Square, 
London WC2N 5DN 

Tel: 020 7747 2885; information@ng-london.org.uk 
[mailto:information@ng-london.org.uk] 

Or maybe get in touch with these pillars. (Keep it polite 
if not necessarily respectful, I reckon.) 

Board of Trustees, as at Nov 05: 

Mr Peter Scott (Chairman): QC, Chairman of the 



Takeover Panel and former Chairman of the General 
Council of the Bar. 

Victoria Barnsley: CEO of HarperCollins UK and 
founder of the Fourth Estate publishing company. 

Mr Simon Burke: Chartered accountant and Executive 
Chairman of Superquinn, the leading Irish 
supermarket chain. 

Professor David Ekserdijan: Professor of Art History at 
the University of Leicester, former Editor of Apollo 
Magazine (1997-2004), writer and journalist. 

Mr James Fenton: Poet, critic and journalist who has 
written extensively on art. He was Professor of Poetry 
at Oxford 1994-1999. 

Mr Mark Getty: Co-founder and Chairman of Getty 
Communications pic. 

Professor Julia Higgins: Professor of Polymer Science 
at Imperial College of Science, Technology and 
Medicine. The National Gallery's Scientist Trustee. 

Lord Kerr of Kinlochard: Permanent Under Secretary 
of State Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 
Ambassador to the USA (1995-7). 

Mr John Lessore: Artist Trustee. His work is 
represented in the collections of the National Portrait 
Gallery, the RA and the Tate. 

Mr Donald A. Moore: Chairman of Morgan Stanley 
Group (Europe). 



Lady Normanby: Author and literary critic. 


Mr Jon Snow: Television journalist, presenter of 
Channel Four News; ex-Trustee of the BP-sponsored 
Tate; supporter of Remember Saro-Wiwa. 

Mr Ranjit Sondhi: BBC Governor, formerly on the 
Commission for Racial Equality and the DfEE's Task 
Force on Disability Rights. 

Professor Mervyn King: Governor of the Bank of 
England and Chairman of the Monetary Policy 
Committee. Was Professor of Economics at the LSE 
from 1984, and has been Visiting Professor at both 
Harvard and MIT. 


A longer first-hand version: 

The nine nooses were silhouetted stark and clear 
against the blue November London sky, and reflected 
with photographic certainty in the window above the 
Shell Centre entrance. By the time we arrived with our 
leaflets, drums, megaphone and banners, our two 
friends had already scaled two lampposts and hung a 
rope to which the nooses were tied. 

In a fit of forgetfulness I had forgotten to bring the 
briefing that listed the names of the dead, which I had 
planned to read out as a way in part to bring the lives 
and deaths of men who weren’t Ken Saro-Wiwa back to 
life. At least I can reproduce them here: 

Baribor Bera, Saturday Dobee, Nordu Eawo, Daniel 
Gbokoo, Barinem Kiobel, John Kpuinen, Paul Levura, 




Felix Nuate, Ken Saro-Wiwa. 


Security guards whose turf is Jubilee Gardens huffed, 
puffed and strong-armed a few of us onto the pavement 
while Metropolitan Petroleum employees looked on 
without much interest. In fact they seemed happy to let 
it all drift along quietly until someone managed to get 
the megaphone working and allow me to try to explain 
what was going on in language that might make some 
kind of sense to the primary school kids who were 
settling down to their packed lunches after a trip 
aboard the Eye. After a bit of a preamble and a gentle 
laying out of the issues, the policeman in charge, a 
laconic, long-suffering man with a salt and pepper 
beard, appeared, and we proceeded to have a 
discussion about the nature of the new ‘protesters, 
terrorists - they’re all the same to me’ legislation. Or 
rather, he told me we were inside the half-mile round 
Parliament exclusion zone, and that we didn’t have 
permission. I asked around to see if anyone had 
remembered to ask for permission, naturally got a ‘no’ 
from the assembled and so began the irresistible task of 
winding up this poor, world-weary servant of the state. 

He said we had to stop, or rather particularly that the 
megaphone ranting had to stop, so I had a go at singing 
my concerns Sinatra-style into the microphone, 
crossing the road towards the Shell building at the 
same time, but soon stopping when faced with the 
tight-lipped square-jawed response of the security 
guards out front. On returning I announced, again 
amplified, that ‘This is not a demonstration, it is a 
public information service,’ misquoting Joe 
Strummer’s ‘This is a public service announcement’ 



from ‘Know Your Rights’. This really set off the same 
policeman, whose tired-but-understanding paternal 
tone was replaced now by a more clipped ‘final 
warning’ about arrest being not far down the pipeline if 
I continued. 

‘You aren’t interested in talking politics, are you?’ I 
asked him. 

‘No,’ he said with knackered certainty, bringing our 
conversation to a close, for the moment at least. 

And later: 

‘Why are you standing up for ridiculous laws that are 
repressive?’ 

‘Somebody pays me to stand up for ridiculous laws,’ 
was the disarmingly frank reply. 

‘That’s where the problems start.’ 

‘Well it does.’ 

Then there was a bit of a lull as the climbers returned 
to ground level none the worse for wear, and I 
wandered over to the place where the kids had been 
eating their lunch until they’d been spirited away by 
their over-zealous teacher. But their coach driver was 
still there, who had in fact moved his vehicle earlier 
when I’d asked him to, as it was standing directly 
between us and Shell. Another teacher who was waiting 
with him said ‘You know, I really admire you lot...I 
didn’t know any of this until today’. Then the three of 
us had a chat about the new legislation and enjoyed a 
bonding moment at the expense of Tony Blair and all 
the pallbearers of the New Labour project. A great 
moment, one that I would have forgotten if I hadn’t 
paused to get the story down after the fact. 


Having earlier said that while this side of the building 



was in the exclusion zone, the other side - also a main 
entrance for Shell employees - was not, now our police 
guardian insisted that we had to go many yards away 
from either side to be outside the zone. So, having had 
a disorganised elongated discussion amongst ourselves, 
we headed to the other entrance, with the banners and 
the newly made pipeline reading ‘Nigeria 1995 - 
Ireland 2005’ (which was great except that it might 
have implied that the bad situation in the Niger Delta is 
a thing of the past when in fact it’s probably worse than 
ever). 

Some of us took up position on the walkway that passes 
over York Road as well as directly under the Shell 
Centre (providing a perfect amplification point for the 
three person samba band). I stood on the walkway 
holding up one half of my old ‘Oil Makes War’ banner, 
made back in 2003 for the day of action on oil and war, 
the letters partly glued, partly stapled (!) to the white 
material. Maybe some of the Shell employees that I 
tried to look through as they peered out of the window 
were looking laughingly at the fact that the word ‘oil’ on 
the banner also doubled as a BP logo, but I knew that it 
made good sense since BP and Shell are just two of the 
biggest heads of a many-headed monster. 

I thought I’d risk arrest with a bit of megaphone 
mayhem, but the damn thing was on the blink again, so 
I resorted to shouting, wondering to a friend if it was 
possible to shout in a friendly way or not. Our old 
police guardian then reappeared, agreeing now that we 
were indeed outside the exclusion zone, forcing me to 
conclude aloud that he and his lot had a very 
sophisticated set of goalposts on wheels, to which he 



smiled conspiratorially and moved along. 


Soon after that, what with the wind and our appetites 
picking up quite a bit, we took refuge in a lovely Italian 
caff across the road, one that is likely to be the regular 
haunt of Shell employees, which was part of the reason 
why I had a chat with them about what we were up to. I 
reckon the psychological effect of being quizzed about 
Ken Saro-Wiwa or Rossport by the man knocking up 
your tuna bap of a lunchtime can’t be underestimated. 

Propelled by caffeine, we then headed less than a mile 
north to the National Gallery in Trafalgar Square, 
which is currently hosting ‘Rubens - a Master in the 
Making’, sponsored by Shell. Inside the Sainsbury 
Wing, the ‘Stop Shell Hell in NW Ireland Now’ banner 
was unfurled, leaflets distributed and the message 
communicated loud and clear by a certain big-voiced 
bloke. 

One security guard asked me what the gore-tex jacket I 
was wearing was made of, to which I replied that yes, I 
was complicit and a hypocrite, but that didn’t mean I 
couldn’t try to take a stand. (Yes, I was ready for that 
one.) His boss said, ‘Don’t bother talking to him, he 
can’t listen to reason.’ ‘Just because I’ve got a loud 
voice doesn’t mean I can’t discuss this stuff,’ I said. But 
it was too late, as the enquirer had reverted to the 
training manual policy of non-engagement with the 
rabid extremist invaders. 

The security mostly met one of these descriptions: 
over-adrenalised, aggressive, snide or blank-faced. 
Behind the information counter, employees tried to 
pretend to be nonchalant. Minutes earlier they had 



taken my request for Shell propaganda without batting 
an eyelid, not having anything of that sort but pointing 
me to the foreword of the exhibition programme, which 
I browsed while waiting for our defiant incision of the 
illusion of civilisation to come together. The foreword, 
by Shell UK Chairman James Smith, is a despicable 
thing, full of tastefully chosen sentiments and a sense 
that the Rubens and Shell brands are a perfect match. 

Visitors were a little bemused that the tranquillity of 
their Wednesday afternoon had been so brutally 
punctured. Earlier I’d ranted about the way galleries 
and other London institutions conspire to airbrush the 
dark truth about where our oil comes from, and how 
they work tirelessly - consciously and sub-consciously 
- to remove the imperial bloodstains from the 
corridors of our most revered buildings and streets. 
‘You may have come in to the National Gallery today to 
seek refuge from the trials and tribulations of London 
life’, I’d said. ‘You might have hoped to soothe away the 
stresses with some high art...well, that’s not possible 
anymore, because Shell’s logo means even in this 
apparent refuge from the world’s stresses there is theft, 
murder and climate chaos.’ 

‘The galleries argue that the government won’t support 
them as they used to, which is true, but can there be a 
greater irony in the fact that the same government that 
can’t afford to pay for public art is pouring billions into 
a war that is prising open new markets for the oil 
companies that are in turn sponsoring the needy 
galleries?’ Must be time for a deeper more systemic 
change than just a change of corporate logo on the 
poster... 



‘Most of the people in this gallery are probably against 
the invasion of Iraq. You might have marched against 
it. But if that invasion is at least partly about 
maintaining the flow of oil to western markets, and if it 
was quietly supported by oil companies like Shell and 
BP, then maybe we need to stay out of galleries like 
these, or at least let the know what we think.’ 

On and on it went. Although the security seemed to 
have called the police, after ten minutes or so of 
tussling with the guards and talking loud about the 
Ogoni 9, Rossport Solidarity and Art Not Oil, there was 
still no sign of them, so we calmly folded the banner 
and moved unassisted to the door. It was disappointing 
maybe in a dramatic sense not to have left with the 
firm-gripped ‘assistance’ of security or police, so we 
tried to make it a dignified exit, apart from my detour 
to the shop, where I claimed the right to rant because 
there were sure to be Shell logos on the premises. ‘No 
there aren’t,’ claimed a confident shop assistant, to 
which I - wind knocked from the sails a little - came 
back with a quick all-purpose statement about Shell 
and oil, before turning a heading towards the exit. 

It had hardly been a comforting message, but one 
visitor came up just as I was reaching the door, shook 
my hand and said ‘thank you’ so powerfully that I felt a 
real tremor down my spine, and said, temporarily 
overcome, ‘Thank you...that really makes it 
worthwhile.’ 

And then I was escaping into the now almost 
completely darkness-fallen London afternoon, where 
the massive ‘Warning - Shell Hell in operation’ banner 
was being held by some of the people who’d stayed 



outside or left earlier. It was looking resplendent 
beneath the Shell logo’d Rubens banners. 


Apparently the police on site had argued that this was 
part of the new exclusion zone, which an eagle-eyed 
and well-genned up member of our party was able to 
dismiss summarily with a ‘no it’s not’, which was pretty 
much the end of that law’s playtime for the day at least. 
Later we went through the issues with one of the police, 
about how London’s wealth and splendour was built on 
a bloody lie, about climate chaos was kicking in, about 
whether maintaining public safety was really their role 
if a greater threat to public safety is being allowed to 
roam freely (ie. climate change), and...’Have you seen 
the Matrix? You know that stuff about the red and the 
blue pill?” etc. etc. Actually he seemed quite receptive, 
but whether or not it trickles into his on-duty persona 
rather than his off-duty think-what-I-like persona, it 
remains to be seen. 

Passers-by were generally supportive all day, from the 
Nigerian man who shook my hand enthusiastically 
beneath the nooses, before asking me to select 6 
numbers for his midweek lottery gambit, to the elderly 
man outside the National Gallery who described 
himself as a fatalist, to which I replied, jokingly, 

‘Damn, now I know you’re going to try to rob me of my 
hope and positive energy!’ before turning to his friend 
to say ‘You know, these fatalists are the most 
determined evangelists I know - they won’t rest until 
they’ve convinced you that all is lost.’ But actually we 
had a long friendly chat about this and that, and parted 
with the last of the day’s handshakes, each one 
powerful enough to neutralise 50 cold-eyed, thin- 



lipped passers-by. 


The following day, I spoke - with fourteen others - at 
the announcement on the South Bank of the winners of 
the Remember Saro-Wiwa ‘Living Memorial’. With two 
minutes or less to pack everything into, I talked about 
these actions, getting a nice round of applause after 
mentioning the first part, leading me embarrassedly to 
say that I wasn’t one of the climbers, to deflect it a bit. I 
then urged those assembled to have a look at the issue 
and stay away from the National Gallery, or at least let 
it know what they think. 

This call surfaced later on Radio 4’s ‘Front Row’ arts 
programme which, as well as interviewing Ken Wiwa 
and the winners of the commission, asked the National 
Gallery (NG) about why it was being sponsored by 
Shell. So, the connection was made between the 
situation in the Niger Delta and high art, but any 
potential for listener disquiet was dampened by one of 
the two winning artists saying that no, she wouldn’t 
recommend boycotting the NG, but she would 
recommend boycotting Shell, and the other saying that 
he didn’t need to boycott the NG because it was too 
boring to bother going to anyway. Then was the 
disquiet completely drenched by the piece reporting 
and ending with an NG statement saying they were 
very grateful to Shell for the sponsorship, as the 
exhibition wouldn’t have been able to go ahead without 
its support? I’m unsure - on balance I think it’s better 
to get the seed of doubt sown in the public domain, 
even if that seed is subsequently doused with super¬ 
toxic weedkiller. But only just... 




Then I managed to squeeze in a little of the Oilwatch 
statement on the tenth anniversary of the executions. 
(Oilwatch is a southern-based network of groups 
resisting the oil industry and calling for its 
dismantlement.) 

...‘Those deaths in the Niger Delta are repeated year 
after year, ever more frequently, caused by cruel 
invasions, by crude violence and by atrocious 
hurricanes. Behind this are petroleum and companies 
like Shell, Repsol, Texaco and others, which are turning 
Earth into a place that resembles hell. 

However, after the death of the poet and his 
companions, resistance germinated in many corners of 
the world. Simultaneously to this event, 10 years ago, 
the Oilwatch network was born. A network of the 
South, that fights against the abuse of the companies in 
a frontal and direct way, against the contamination, 
against the displacement of communities, against the 
division, against the corruption, and against all forms 
of abuse and systematic violation of the collective 
rights of the peoples that undergo the presence of the 
companies on their land. 

The past 10 years have been years of impunity of the 
homicide of Ken Saro Wiwa, but also 10 years of 
resistance and hope. Everything has changed since 
then: now there are more movements around the world 
fighting for their rights, their culture, their territory 
and their resources.’ 

(www.oilwateh.org.ee [http://www.oilwatch.org.ee]) 
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RAISED VOICES FROM THE FENCELINE 

Submitted on Sat, 12/11/2005 - 16:19 


H [/sites/risingtideuk.ecobytes.net/files 
/pictures/RaisedVoices.jpeg] Filmed testimonies from 
people affected by climate change and the oil industry: 


The next UN talks on climate change will take place in 
Canada at the end of November 2005. While the US 
administration remains resistant to signing the climate 
agreement and many countries are on course to fail to 
meet their Kyoto targets, the impacts of climate change 
intensify. 


Meanwhile the oil industry is investing billions in 
discovering new sources of oil and creating 
environmental and social injustices in communities 
they operate in. 

Raised Voices is a collection of short statements from 
people living on the fenceline of the oil industry around 
the world and from people in the global South on issues 
related to climate change. 


My name is Milly and I live in South Africa 
near the oil refinery. This place is polluted with 
all kinds of rubbish. My brother died from a 
tumor last year. We are suffering in this Earth. 
We are supposed to be living free. We are human 




- not animals. We just want to live a normal life 
and we want to give our future generations a 
pure life. 


Raised Voices is now available in multiple formats for 
screenings. The testimonies are ideal for screening 
between main film presentations or on a loop in 
gathering spaces. Contact heidi@carbontradewatch.org 
[mailto:heidi@carbontradewatch.org] or call +44 7971 
843749 to order a copy. From mid-November the 
testimonies will also be available to watch online at 
http: / / www.raisedvoices.net 
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Irish anti Shell activists in UK on speaking 
tour - London Date - Thursday 17th 
November 

Submitted on Mon, 31/10/2005 - 20:14 



Activists from County Mayo 
will be touring the UK during November to increase 
awareness of the struggle to prevent a giant Shell 
Consortium from building a dangerous, raw gas 
pipeline and huge refinery on unstable bog land, 


raising serious public health and safety issues and 
devastating remote conservation areas on the north 
west coast of Ireland, www.corribsos.com 
[http://www.corribsos.com] 

Here are the London dates: Thurs 17th ... 

Thursday Nov 17th @ London Action Resource 
Centre(LARC) This event will be hosted by London 
Rising Tide www.londonrisingtide.org.uk and begins 
7.30pm with an Introduction to the London Rising 
Tide campaign, then a talk about the struggle against 
Shell by the Mayo activists with films, Q&A/discussion, 
followed by a social and bar. 

The evening will also be remembering the 10th 
anniversary of executed anti-Shell activists Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and his 8 colleagues in Nigeria, 1995. 

62, Fieldgate St (corner of Parfett St) 

Whitechapel El tel: 020 7377 9088 www.londonarc.org 
[http://www.londonarc.org] Whitechapel/Aldgate East 
Tubes 

"If multinationals can behave in this way in Europe, 
what chance have the African people got?" 

(Dr Owens Wiwa, brother of murdered Nigerian anti- 
Shell activist Ken Saro Wiwa) 
www.remembersarowiwa.com 
[http:/ / www.remembersarowiwa.com] 
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The World in Our Hands 

Submitted on Thu, 20/10/2005 - 11:36 



Rising Tide 

Education Presents "The World in our hands" 


exhibition and launch event. 


On Monday October 24th Reading Rising Tide will be 
hosting an event to mark the launch of "The World in 
our hands" exhibition. 


The World in Our Hands 


At: The Global Cafe, 35 London St, Reading 

On: Monday 24th October 

From: 7pm until 11pm 

Entrance: Free 

Speakers: 

Lucy Pearce - Campaign Director of Stop Climate 
Chaos 

Rajinder Sohpal- Reading Council for Racial Equality 
John Hoggett - Reading Rising Tide 


About "The World in Our Hands": 





Climate change has worldwide impact. This evening 
introduces the "World in our Hands exhibition" and 
examines the issues faced by the global community. 
Climate change is our greatest test, it is real and time is 
running out. For the good of all the communities across 
the planet we must act NOW. Already hundreds of 
thousands of people have been killed or had their 
homes destroyed. This talk examines the present and 
future challenges faced by all communities and re¬ 
enforces the need for us to act together against this 
imminent and deadly threat. The presentations will 
examine the actions required to overcome this 
challenge for governments, businesses and each of us. 
This exhibition provides education on Climate Change, 
to help drive action for change. The world really is in 
our hands and we mustn't let it slip through our 
fingers. 
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Critical Mass under attack! - CALL FOR 
SUPPORT. 

Submitted on Mon, 10/10/2005 - 20:25 

On Friday 30th September, those who joined London's 
monthly Critical Mass ride, found themselves being 
issued with letters from the Metropolitan Police, 
threatening arrests at future Critical Mass rides, unless 
the 'organisers' give notice of the route at least six days 
in advance, and warning that the police can impose 
restrictions on the rides once the advance notice has 
been given.The letter stated that the police are 
reviewing their 'policy' towards critcal mass. 


A callout has been issued to make October's London 
Critical Mass the biggest one yet. 

JOIN LONDON’S BIGGEST EVER CRITICAL MASS 
CYCLE RIDE -FRIDAY OCT. 28TH 

London CM meets at 6pm on the last Friday of each 
and every 

month. The first 45 minutes or so is usually spent 
socialising and the ride has usually left the meet-up 
point by 7pm. On average the ride lasts about 2 hours 
but the time is flexible depending on who is there and 
what the weather is like. This meet up point is central, 
chilled out and great for pre-ride socialising/planning. 

There are a couple of bars/cafes nearby for any cyclists 
looking for refreshments. The ride often flows around 
central London taking in major tourist attractions. 
There is no set route, and the direction we move in is 
spontaneously chosen as we cycle. Anyone is free to 
join or leave the ride while it is taking place. The ride 
usually ends somewhere pretty central, often a pub! 
People on any form of unpowered wheeled transport 
are also welcome (eg skates, skateboards, unicycles, 
wheelchairs, supermarket trolleys...). 

SO WHY IS THIS CRITICAL MASS GOING TO BE 
THE 

BIGGEST EVER? 

On Sept 30th police (who usually facilitate the mass in 
an 

unobtrusive way) handed out warning letters to cyclists 
(reproduced overleaf) in an indefensible attack on 
freedom of 



assembly/expression/transport, and the mass will go 
ahead bigger and more fun than ever in the face of this 
unprecedented attempt at repression. 

Critical Mass in London has rolled on since 1994 
without police threatening to use the POA to impose 
conditions. Why invoke it now when there's been no 
need up to now? 

Why are they wasting time threatening innocent 
cyclists? Car 

drivers flock together to block the roads on a daily basis 
commuting to and from work. We don’t block the 
traffic - we ARE the traffic!!! 

www.criticalmasslondon.org.uk 

More information is available at - 

http://www.indymedia.0rg.uk/en/2005 

/io/3249i9.html 

Here is the web address for the Critical Mass Flyer for 
the 28th Oct 

(Please print, copy and distribute) 

http://www.indymedia.0rg.uk/en/2005 

/io/32548o.html 
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Art Not Oil heads to Newcastle, October 
5th-2 8th 

Submitted on Mon, 26/09/2005 - 01:10 


[/sites 

/ risingtideuk. ecobytes .net / files / CaribouBanerj ee .j pg] 
please spread far and wide! 


indignation - inspiration - creation...solution? 

ART NOT OIL 

at The Forth, Pink Lane, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NEi 
5DW; Tel: 0191 232 6478 

EXHIBITION RUNS OCTOBER 5th-28th 

FREE PUBLIC OPENING, WED OCT 5th, 7pm: art - 

music - food - talk 

As the BP Portrait Award settles in at the Sunderland 
Museum and Winter 

Gardens, its alter ego Art Not Oil comes to the Forth 
Hotel to offer up 

what could be a truer portrait of an oil company, as 
well as celebrating 
our creative dissent. 

Catch both if you can, then make up your own mind. 
If you come away concerned about the way arts 
sponsorship diverts public 
attention from the systematic abuses of the oil 



industry, one thing you 

can do is let Alec Coles, Sunderland Museum boss, 
know how you feel: 
discovery@twmuseums.org.uk 
[mailto:discovery@twmuseums.org.uk] 

0191 553 2323; 

Burdon Rd, Sunderland SRi lPP. 

If emailing, please copy your message to National 
Portrait Gallery boss 
Sandy Nairne - snairne@npg.org.uk 
[mailto:snairne@npg.org.uk] - as well as to 
info@artnotoil.org.uk [mailto:info@artnotoil.org.uk] 

Climate chaos is set to have a catastrophic effect on all 
of us, while 

hitting the poorest hardest. Oil is a curse that also fuels 
war, poverty 

and environmental destruction. Yet the companies 
most responsible are 

profiting handsomely, and they are still welcome it 
seems in many of our 

most prestigious public galleries and museums. Why? 

This is a rolling exhibition, so send us your art 
(whether or not you're 

an artist). After Newcastle, it's off to Edinburgh in 
December via a visit 

to a radical film festival in Leeds (November 3-13.) 

Leaflet, poster, images & info available from: 

Tel: 07708 794665 

info@artnotoil.org.uk [mailto:info@artnotoil.org.uk] 
62 Fieldgate Street, London El lES. 
artnotoil.org.uk 


nationalpetroleumgallery.org.uk 

londonrisingtide.org.uk 
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H CaribouBaneijee.jpg [https://risingtide.org.uk/files 
/CaribouBaneijee.jpg] 

Hi art_not_oil_flyer_lo_res.pdf [https://risingtide.org.uk 
/files/art_not_oil_flyer_lo_res.pdf] 

Free the Rossport 5! Shell out of Ireland! 

Submitted on Mon, 05/09/2005 - 22:52 


[/sites/ risingtideuk.ecobytes.net 
/files/shellout.gif] After more than 3 years running 
roughshod over local communities on the north west 
coast or Ireland, oil & gas giant Shell International 
(along with Statoil (Norway) & Marathon Oil (US)) are 
poised to transform a remote conservation area of 
outstanding natural beauty into an environmental 
disaster zone with serious public health and safety 
implications. A dangerous on-shore pipeline and 
massive refinery will be constructed, poisoning the area 
and further contributing to climate chaos. 

On June 29th 5 Rossport Residents (three farmers and 
two retired school teachers) were jailed indefinitely 




without trial for blocking Shell from building a natural 
gas pipeline across their land. The five argue that the 
pipeline is unsafe. Following their initial protests, Shell 
obtained a court injunction against the five, which the 
five ignored. This has resulted in the five being jailed 
for contempt of court and being imprisoned until they 
"purge their contempt". A solidarity camp set up in 
June has been carrying out blockades and pickets of 
Shell and other sites, putting an immense strain on the 
tiny farming communities affected. 

Keep a lookout or plan for solidarity actions during 
September and on October 1st. In the meantime, please 
send urgent letters of support to: 

Brendan Philbin McGrath 
Cloverhill prison 
Dublin 22 
Ireland 

Vincent McGrath 
Cloverhill prison 
Dublin 22 
Ireland 

Philip McGrath 
Cloverhill prison 
Dublin 22 
Ireland 

Willie Corduff 
Cloverhill prison 
Dublin 22 
Ireland 



Micheal 6 Seighin 
Cloverhill prison 
Dublin 22 
Ireland 


For more info on this story, check out: 

Indymedia Ireland [http://www.indymedia.ie 
/index.php?region=mayo] 

www.shelltosea.com [http://www.shelltosea.com/] 

www.freetherossportfive.com 

[http://www.freetherossportfive.com/] 
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H shellout.gif [https://risingtide.org.uk/files/shellout.gif] 




Rising Tide is a grassroots international 
network of groups and individuals who 
take direct action to confront the root 
causes of climate change and to promote 
local, community-based solutions to the 
climate crisis. 


Rising Tide UK, 62 Fieldgate Street, London, El 1ES 
Tel: +44 (0)7708 794665 


Follow @risingtide_uk on Twitter 
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Find us on Facebook.com/risingclimate 
info@risingtide.org.uk 
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